
Math 4B. Handout #24. Angles. Area of a triangle. 

 

 

Angles are geometric shapes formed by two rays that begin at the same point  

How to measure angles using a protractor? 

 
 

 



 

 

 Area of a triangle. 

     𝑆∆ =
1

2
ℎ × 𝑎 

The area of a triangle is equal to half of the product of its 

height and the base, corresponding to this height.  

For the acute triangle it is easy to see.  

𝑆 = ℎ × 𝑎 = 𝑥 × ℎ + 𝑦 × ℎ 

 

𝑆∆𝐴𝐵𝑋 =
1

2
ℎ × 𝑥, 𝑆∆𝑋𝐵𝐶 =

1

2
ℎ × 𝑦,        𝑆∆𝐴𝐵𝐶 = 𝑆∆𝐴𝐵𝑋 + 𝑆∆𝑋𝐵𝐶 

𝑆∆𝐴𝐵𝐶 =
1

2
ℎ × 𝑥 +

1

2
ℎ × 𝑦 =

1

2
ℎ(𝑥 + 𝑦) =

1

2
ℎ × 𝑎 

 

 

 

For an obtuse triangle, for one out of the three 

heights, it is not so obvious.  

𝑆∆𝑋𝐵𝐶 =
1

2
ℎ × 𝑥,          𝑆∆𝑋𝐵𝐴 =

1

2
ℎ × 𝑦    

𝑆∆𝐴𝐵𝐶 = 𝑆∆𝑋𝐵𝐶 − 𝑆∆𝑋𝐵𝐴 =
1

2
ℎ × 𝑥 −

1

2
ℎ × 𝑦

=
1

2
ℎ × (𝑥 − 𝑦) =

1

2
ℎ × 𝑎          

 

 

 


